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H0L8IHGER8 BOOK. 
My Expressíon of Gratitudo. 

M. M. STERLING. 

The other day while overlooking sad, 
sweet relics of the passi ng years, I carae 
npon a youthful essay — "Not in Works" 
— written for our chapel at MoDongahela 
college, where my childish eargerness for 
expressing thoughts in writing gained the 
wise attention of my dearest, truest friend 
and teacher (two exceptions,) Dr. J, W. 
Scott, the venerable father-in-law of Ex- 
President Harrison. 

A copy of this essay was published in 
the "progressivk" several years before 
there was a Brethren church organization. 
The "Progressive," edited by H. R. 
Holsinger, at Berlin, Pa., was then in the 
midst of its religions en thusiasm, and this 
composi liun was my tirst contributíon to 
its columns. 

If I am not mistaken, my introductíon 
to Brother Holsinger happened at this 
school, where he, in company with my 
parents, stopped upon their way to an ad- 
joining county. I don't regret the meet- 
ing. 

I was then a member of the German 
Baptist Church, having united with it at 
the age of twelve, being baptized by elder 
J. I. Cover, during a revival conducted by 
elder J. P. Petric. Happy those days. 

I am a Progressive because of inherent 
principies, and want to publicly express 
my gratitude to Brother Holsinger for the 
better religious advantages I have been 
gíven by his charitable pursuit, through 
long and arduous labors, and untiring en- 
ergies, in producing a partial reformation 
of the Dunkard Church. (God bless her ! 
She possesses good qualities. ) 

I verily believe that Brother Holsinger 
stands to "Progression" in an attitude 
similar to that of Martin Luther to Pro- 
testantism. 

Why is it that the human soul feels a 
trepidation to approve lest it be despísed? 
Self-love and misapprehension — human 
weaknesses imitating selflsh policies. 

If we are truly great, there is no cause 
to fear the disapproval of the truly great. 
They never take advantage of the fairest 
confidence. Nature can not lie. She 
may be misinterpreted, and, accordingly, 
misunderstood. He who can notcompre- 
hend is not truly wise and great. Make us 
wise, dear Lord. 

Spirits do not, can not wait for earthly 
goods. My respected brothers and dear 
sisters, shall we tarry until the roses are 
blooming upon the graves oi our loved 
ones before we tender them our hallowed 


appreciation ? No matter how deeply we 
chisel their virtues in marble, our praises 
then, will never reach their hearts and 
awaken them to gladness. Sadly will we 
learn the vanity of petiy gifts and stupid 
love. Their attention will be given to the 
sweeter strains of àngels, and the piping 
of our shattered harps will merely sound 
discordant, cold and dull amídst the joy- 
ous anthems of that bright angèlic host. 
May the God of purest love, through 
our consecrated, sympathizing human 
hearts and ready hands, richly bless the 
noble soul and sacred work of our wisest 
elder, fondly cherished friend and broth- 
er, Henry R. Holsinger. 

There's a legend of a poet, who, day- 
dreaming in his easy chair, saw a fairy 
vision beckoning with whitened hand, him 
to follow her to fort vi ne. Silently he 
waited, heeding not her tender pleading, 
until she, aweary, vanished in a mist. 
Then he sprang up calling to the fleeing 
figure, "Teli me, child, I pray thee, who 
thou art?" But she answered, "I am 
Opportunity. Once neglected I can nev- 
er raore relurn." Fatal Destiny. 

Reaching out our empty hands after 
their pale, fleeting spirits, shall we watch 
our loved ones fading, dying? Then fall 
back alone, forsaken, regretting what we 
might have dane t 

In simple reverence and immortal mem- 
òries of my brightest childhood days, 
Elder H. R. Holsinger is, to me, the great- 
est of all living men. Is he morè to you? 
Where 's y&ur "graee" and "grtt ?" 

Next week I'm going South. Do not 
expect to see another dear Evangelist 
until the kissing sun has warmed our 
Northern hi I Is, unless I 'catch it on the 
fly" between our stopping over stations. 
If I meet with "church news, " I will 
write. My errand is to preach the tïlling, 
thrilling, slilting, living, moving, saving 
Gospel of His everlasting Son, anywhere 
and everywhere, and when ere His Spirit 
moves. I will do the oest I know, and 
the pe/y best 1 can. A lark sings better 
in the open air. The higher up the sweet- 
er are the strains, and the morè enchant- 
ing is the song to earthly ears, Hstening 
attentively to catch the thrilling, joyous 
notes ftoating through the far-off sky. I 
love to give unto the hungry people who 
corne gladly to my open door. Sinners, 
poor and wrelched, starving, struggling, 
dying souls, I find in the country, town 
and city. Will you pray for theni ? 

You who like to stay at home, keep the 
good work moving sweetly, currents flow- 
ing clearly, calmly, strongly, deeply, and 
then I will teli the people that we have a 
church divine, bearing gracefully the 
name and Image of our Savior, jesus 


Christ, — a living, perfect Trinity, har- 
mònic in the human soul. 

May the God of love, the Father, and 
the God of love, His Son, and the God 
of love, the Holy Ghost, fill baptismally 
with hallowed Spirit fire, each beloved 
member of our grand Progressive Church, 
ma k ing it a consecrated, concentrated, 
blest potentiality for good ; sending, tak- 
ing. scattering, reaping, binding every- 
where, over land and over seas, the pre- 
cious Word, the living Truth, the glorious 
Light, the peaceful Love of our eternal 
blessed Trinity. i'raise the Lord I 

"For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear, but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound inind." II Tim. t : 7. Gladsome 
Ini mortal i ty ! 

My first, my last, and only text. Thank 
God. 


THE HOLY BIBLE.-N0. 6. 

J. ALLEN MILLER. 

In the preceding paper the sources of 
human knowledge were briefly considered. 
In this present paper it is the purpose 
to note the last of the sources named, the 
Holy Bible, morè particularly. 

I. THE BIBLE. 

This term signi fies literally, The Books. 
It embraces the Old and New Testaments. 
In its present furm it con ta i ns sixty-six 
separate books. These were written by 
not less than thirty six authors and during 
a period coveríng sixteen centúries. 

II. THE OLD TESTAMENT. 

The Old Testament cohtains thirty-nine 
books, which are usually dívided into 
three groups accordíng to a Jewish cus- 
tom. 

1. The Law, the Thorah, or Penta- 
teuch consists of Gènesis, Exodus, Leviti- 
cus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. This 
group is the earliest and presents an his- 
torical view of the introductíon of the Di- 
vine Revelation into the world. Each 
book of this group is a distinct, yet an es- 
sential part of an orgànic whole — the Pen- 
tateuch. 

z. The Tropkets. This group con- 
tains twenty-two bcoks. Of these three, 
vi/., Joshua, Judges and Ruth contain an 
historical account of the Theocracy. 
Samuel and Kings give the account of 
Israel under the Monarchy. The remain- 
íng fifteen, are distinctively Prophetic. 

3. The Writings. The remaining 
books of the Old Testament, twelve in 
number, were simply known as the writ- 
ings. To thiSclass belonged Psalms, Job, 
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, Lamen- 
tations, Daniel, Esthex. Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Chronicles. 


